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The Environmental Protectiar~ Agency d~~'~~. the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ} 
and the City of ~3ew Orleans wilt begin removing rad'sation contaminated soil found in fhe 34t}0 block of 
Lowerline Street near the intersection of Low~ertine and Caalidge streets on Tuesday, May 28, 2419. 
The origin of the material is unknown and whiEe it has been present #ar some time, it is being removed 
aui cf an abundance a# caution. 

/hat to Expect: The excavation, removal and 
disposal operations will require temporary closure 
at La~rerline St. betv~een Olive and Edinburgh 
streets and Coolidge'Ci. between l.owerfine and 
Pine streets. Creva members w~~l wear Personal 
Protective Equipment t~~'~) i~cluciing disposable 
coveralls and gloves during operations. 

All excavated material and soi! wit( ~e placed in roi! 
off firs far safe removal from the.area. 
Representatives from EPA, LDEQ and the City will be 
orsite throughout operations to answer questions 
and be sure that any possible exposure is beior~ the 
established limits. 

Ccsrtstracti~rt Zoat~ ~' Traffic flow wii( be restricted by barricades and ~~~ ~~~~~~ ,~,_ 
plastic sheeting may ~e used to protect the ground 
around the excavation. Metal and silt fencing will aEso prevent access to the excavation site and any 
possible runoff. 

Residents should pEan to park on side streets during the excavati9n work. Weather permitting, v~ork wi11 
begin on Tuesday, /fay 28 and wiiC take appmxirriately two weeks to complete. Crews ~N~II be permitted 
to work from 7 a.m. to sunset 

Questions may be directed to 504.657.9169 ar =c~~~x~~~t~?nola.~ay. 

Thank you for your patience. 
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FreGuenUyAsked Questions 

Notiw did US. £nvironment2l Protection Agency {EPA} get involved? 

U.S. EPA used its aWsority under the Comprehensive Enuironmentai Response, and Compensation, C~bi~ity Act (CERCit~J. 

CERCLA, aiso known as "SuperFund,° is a law designed to help cleanup abandoned waste faciEities. £W ~' 

tiawr da I detectradiation? ;~"~' ..,.. ,,.: . 1 r 
You cannoi sense raciia°Jon. Radiation can onlp ire detected using specialized insEruments. Emergency s'espo[id~rs are skiiletf .in 

using these instruments. ,: ,, 

Whaf happens vahen i am exposed to radiation? -`' _ ; ̀ . ,; : r. ; 
Yau may not experience any health e~fects. A very large dose of radiation may cause skin bums, nausea anel.vomiting. IPyau 

have these symptoms, seek medical attention immediately. 

What are common sources of radiation? 
Low ieve~s of rod'+anon come from a number c>f sources. These inciurle natural background. They also include sources such as 
meciicsl x-rays. 

VYhat are the reasona~te steps to cake to an emergenCyt 
Follow safety instructions from pubtic o~ciafs. Minimize the time you spend in areas wish elevated radiation Levels. Avoid areas 
where radiation keve;s are elevated. 

1Nhai happens when i am exposed to rsdieUon? 
You may not experience sny health effects. A very karge dose of radiation may cause skin burns. nausea and vomiting. If you 
have these symptoms, seek medical attention immediately. 

Now can i teN if I have been e~cpased? 
Skin burns, nausea and vomiting can result from large doses of radiation. Seek medical attention immetliataly if you have these 
symptoms. !f you think you have been contaminated, shower and change into clean clothes. Place contaminate clothing in a 
plastic bag and seal it. Place the bag as far away as possEb€e form humans and animals. Sagged c~athing can be e,~aminsd latee 
to determine if you were Contaminated. 

1+~hat should i do if i sm asked to shelter-in-plaae? 
Shelter in place means gel indoors as soon as possible. Ci~se ati exterior vents and windows. N needed, use airvcondiUaning 
{and ~eai), preferably in recirculation mode. 

Whet are yoi: doing Yo protect pub(fe i~eaith and tkre envfronmenti` 
Our primary concern is the health and safety of the pubfia We.are working closely with local, state and federat partners to 
remove the contamination and dispose of it off site To a facitiLy that is approved to accept the contaminsted soil. 

How can Radium-226 antl radiation af€ect my health? 

Everyone is exposed to low+ feuets of ragium in nature. Eating or inhaling higher levels of radium over a long period can lead to 
health problems. Direct exposure to radiation €rom the breakdown of radium 228 can damage our cells. C}ver time, ce{i damage 
can lead to specific types of cancer. 

There is rro direct exposure to radium since it tree not been ingested and inhaled. Exposure to high 4evets of radium may 
increase your risk of developing bone, liver, breast anc~ sarxre blood cancers, anemia (a problem with the 61ooa}, fractured teeth 
and caviFies, and cataracts in the eyzs. Some of Utese health proklems may take years to develop. 

Ho+~ should dust coniamirsosatlon be cantrotEed during rereedistiort arork? 
EPR has determEned the best engineering eorrirats are water and moderation. Dust will be addressed with tivater, but if readings 
on the perirrreter of the e3ccauation site sham a reading of higher then 20 micro R per hour a containment Lent may be 
considered. HL this time EPA does not anticipate a conEainrnettt tent as a necessary precaution. EPA wilt have o~site monitors at 
tFre perimeter of the roadway and also, "rn the excavation site(sj. Airsampiing units wilt also be in place during operations. 
Pumps pull air samples throughout excavation to confirm that opetatiorts are safe. Ttte air monitors provide results within 
minutes of air samples. 


